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THE  PRESENT  JUDGES  OF  THE  SUPERIOR  COURT. 


Hon.  CHARLES  BECKWITH, 


Hon.  JAMES  .M.  SMITH,  Presiding  Jii 


Hon.  ROBERT  C.    TITUS. 


'THERE  is  no  organization  under  that  most  im- 
^  portant  branch  of  our  local  government — the 
judiciary  —  to  which  more  intrinsic  interest  at- 
taches ;  none  which  binds  in  its  history  the  life- 
work  of  more  eminent  men  ;  none  whose  traditions 
are  better  worth  knowing,  than  the  Superior  Court 
of  the  City  of  Buffalo. 

The  Superior  Court. 

The  Recorder's  Court  of  the  City  of  Buffalo  was 
organized  under  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  in  1839. 
Its  origin  was  owing  10  the  fact  that  the  Circuit 
Court,  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General  Sessions 
of  the  Peace  were  inadequate  to  do  the  business 
of  the  city.  From  the  first  its  value  and  the  ne- 
cessity for  its  existence  were  demonstrated  ;  and 
as  the  city  increased  in  population  and  the  de- 
mands on  ihe  Court  multiplied,  a  movement  was 
started  bv  the  late  Hon.  John  Ganson  to  reorgan- 
ize the  Court  with  three  judges.  In  this  he  was 
materially  aided  by  the  Hon.  Solomon  G.  Haven 
and  by  Judge  James  M.  Smith  and  others.  In 
1S54  the  Court  was  reorganized  on  the  general 
plan  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  City  of  New- 
Vork  as  far  as  relates  to  civil  jurisdiction,  which 
is  in  the  main  coextensive  with  that  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  the  two  cities. 

The  Superior  Court  of  Buffalo  has  also  jurisdic- 
tion of  all  crimes  committed  in  the  City  of  Buffalo. 

The  amount  of  civil  business,  of  all  kinds, 
done  by  this  Court  during  its  existence  of  nearly 
fifty  years  is  beyond  calculation.  Among  the 
thousands    of     convictions    for     crime     in    this 


Court  there  have  been  g  tor  murder.  2  for  mur- 
der second  degree,  no  for  forgery,  604  for  grand 
larceny,  49  lor  manslaughter,  409  for  burglary, 
4S  for  counterfeiting,  gg  for  robbery,  356  for 
petit  larceny,  200  for  petit  larceny  second  offence, 
54  for  assault  with  intent  to  do  bodily  harm,  67 
for  false  pretences,  29  for  bigamy,  87  for  receiv- 
ing stolen  property,  131  for  larceny  from  the 
person,  20  for  assault  with  intent  to  kill,  45  for 
larceny  after  a  felony,  and  20  for  arson. 

Its  ber.ch  has  always  been  occupied  by  judges  of 
learning  and  ability,  who  have  held  high  rank  in 
this  community.  The  following  is  the  order  of 
their  succession  and  the  terms  of  thair  office  : 


Hon.  Horatio  J.  Stow,  Recorder, 

"  Henry  K.  Smith,  " 

"  Joseph  G.  Masten.        " 

"  George  W.  Houghton," 

"  George  W.  Houghton,  Judg 

"  Isaac  A.  Verplanck,         " 

"  George  W.  Clinton,         " 

"  Joseph  G.  -Masten,  " 

"  James  M.  Humphrey,     " 

"  James  Sheldon,  " 

"  James  M.  Smith.  " 

"  Charles  Beckwith,  " 

"  Robert  C.  Titus. 


1839  to  1844 
1S44  to  184S 
1S48  to  1S52 
1S52  to  1S54 
1S54  to  1S56 
1S54I0  1873 
1S54  to  1S7S 
1S56  to  1871 
1S71  to  1872 
1872  to  1886 
1S73 
1878 
18S6 


Judges  Verplanck,  Clinton  and  Sheldon  have 
filled  the  position  of  Chief  Judge  of  the  Court. 
With  1886,  the  Hon.  James  M.  Smith  succeeded 
Judge  .Sheldcn  as  Chief  Judge. 

The  clerks  have  been  : 


M.  Cadwallader 1S39  to  1S44 

Nelson  Ford 1844  to  1S46 

C.  .M.  Cooper 1846101848 

William  Davis, 1848  to  1851 

Jared  S.  Torrance 1851,101856 

byre  Tillinghast 1856  to  1862 

Thomas  M.  Foote, 1862  to  1863 

.A.mos  A.  Blanchard, 1863  to  1875 

John  C.  Graves, since  1875 

Charles  B.  Sill  has  been  Deputy  Clerk  since 
March  I,  1S70  ;  John  G.  Cloak  has  been  Special 
Deputy  Clerk  since  .August  i,  1873 ;  Otto  F. 
Langenbach  has  been  Special  Deputy  Clerk  since 
December  7,  18S5  ;  George  Macnoe  has  been 
Stenographer  since  August  i,  1875. 

The  0!d  Court  House. 

The  "Old  Court  House  "  shown  in  our  illustra- 
tion was  perhaps  the  most  important  building  ever 
erected  in  Erie  County,  and  many  a  reader  of 
The  Express  will  welcome  our  draw-ing  as  a 
reminder  of  a  long-farailiar  landmark.  The  first 
court  house  in  the  present  county  of  Erie  was 
erected  for  the  use  of  Niagara  County  by  the  As- 
sociation known  as  the  Holland  Company  in  1S06. 
It  was  destroyed  by  fire  when  Buffalo  burned 
in  1813.  Our  illustration  is  of  the  building  which 
replaced  it,  and  on  nearly  the  same  site.  It  was 
built  in  i8i6andoccupied  in  the  early  part  of  1S17. 
At  the  time  of  its  erection  it  was  the-  finest  and 
most  imposing  edifice  in  the  village.  It  was  sit- 
uated on  Washington    Street,  facing  what  is  now 


THE    SUPERIOR    COURT    OF    BUFFALO. 


known  as  Lafayette  Square,  and  was  on  the  highest 
point  of  land  in  the  limits  of  the  corporation. 
It  was  used  for  over  half  a  century  for  political, 
religious  and  general  meetings,  as  well  as  for 
the  sitting  of  Courts.  It  was  in  this  building  the 
three  Thayers  were  tried  and  sentenced.  Here 
most  of  the  important  cases  in  this  county  were 
tried  up  to  the  time  of  its  abandonment  in  the 
spring  of  1S76,  soon  after  which  it  was  torn 
down. 

Courts  have  been  held  here  by  Judge  Reuben 
H.  Walworth,  afterwards  Chancellor  of  the  State  ; 
by  Judges  Addiso.i  Gardner,  Martin  Grover, 
James  Mullett,  and  by  all  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Superior  Court  and  ef  the  Supreme  Court  of  this 
District,  and  by  the  Judges  of  Erie  County  prior 
to  1876. 

Among  the  distinguished  men  of  the  past  who 
have  tried  causes  here  may  be  named  John  Root, 
James  Sheldon,  Sr.,  Wm.  .K.  Moseley,  Thomas  C. 
Love,  Sheldon  Smith,  Thomas  T.  Sherwood,  Sol- 
omon G.  Haven,  Millard  Fillmore,  John  Ganson, 
George  P.  Barker,  Seth  E.  Sill,  Wm.  L,  Marcy. 
and  Charles  J.  Folger. 

In  1S50  the  square  three-storv  brick  structure 
still  standing  at  the  north-west  comer  of  Ellicott 
and  Clinton  Streets,  was  erected.  This  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  present  imposing  structure  known 
as 

The  City  and  County  Hall. 

This  building,  erected  jointly  by  the  City  of 
Buffalo  and  County  of  Erie,  was  commenced  in 
1871.  The  corner-stone  was  laid  bv  the  Grand 
Master  of  Masons  on  the  24th  day  of  June,  1S72, 
the  Hon.  George  W.  Clinton  delivering  the  ad- 
dress. The  building  was  completed  and  occupied 
on  the  13th  day  of  March,  1S76.  The  total  cost  of 
construction,  furnishing  and  ornamenting  the 
grounds  was  less  than  the  appropriation,  $1,450,- 
000.  This  building  contains  nine  Court  Rooms 
as  well  as  offices  for  City  and  County  officials, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  commodious  and  comfort- 
able public  buildiugs  on  this  contine.it. 

The  General  Term  Room. 

Of  the  several  rooms  occupied  by  the  Superior 
Court  in  the  City  Hall  building,  we  have  selected 
the  General  Term  Room  for  illustration.  It  is  a 
large,  handsome  apartment,  elegantly  finished  in 
black  walnu',  well  lighted  and  admirably  adapted 
to  its  use.  It  is  occupied  by  both  the  Superior 
Court  and  Supreme  Court. 

One  side  of  the  room  is  nearly  covered  with 
richly  framed  oil  portraits.  The  collection  in- 
cludes the  following: 

The  Hon.  Millard  Fillmore,  ex-President  ;  the 
Hon.  William  A.  Mosely,  formerly  NL  C;  the 
Hon.  Samuel  Wilkinson,  County  Judge  in  1820  ; 
the  Hon.  Thomas  C.  Love,  County  Judge  in  1828  ; 
the  Hon.  Philander  Bennett,  County  Judge  from 
1829  to  1837  ;  the  Hons.  Heman  B.  Potter,  Hen- 
ry W.  Rogers,  John  Ganson,  Solomon  G.  Haven, 
Benjamin  H.  Austin,  and  Albert  H.  Tracy,  dis- 
tinguished lawyers  ;  the  Hon.  Horatio  J.  Stow, 
first  Recorder  of  Buffalo  ;  the  Hon.  Joseph  G. 
Mast?D,  Superior  Court  Judge  ;  the  Hon.  Richard 
P.  Marvin,  Supreme  Court  Judge  ;  the  Hon.  E.  G. 
Spaulding,  the  distinguished  lawyer-banker  ;  and 
Louis  LeCouteul.x,  the  first  County  Clerk  of  Erie 
County. 


The  terms  of  the  Superior  Court  and  Judges 
presiding  under  the  Calendar  for  1SS6  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

Gener.^l  Terms.— March  SSd,  June  14th,  Octo- 
ber llth,  and  December  I3th. 

Crimin-^L  Terms.— January  35th,  Smith  ;  April 
26th,  Titus;  June 31st,  Beckivith  ;  September  13th. 
Titus  ;  and  November  22d,  Beckmith. 

Tri.\l  Terms.— January  llih,  Titus:  March  Ist, 
Bec/!willi :  May  Si,  Smith  ;  July  5lh,  Titus;  Sep- 
tember 13th,  Beckwith  ;  and  November  8th,  Smith. 

Speci.\l  Terms,— January,  Beck-.vith  ;  February, 
Titus ;  March  and  April,  Smith ;  May,  Beckwith  ; 
June,  Titus;  July  and  September,  Smith;  October, 
Beckxvith ;  and  November  and  December,  Titus. 


and  at  once  secured  with  the  bar  and  public  a 
respect  and  confidence  equal  to  that  reposed  in 
any  other  tribunal."  His  unique  and  reformatory 
administration  of  criminal  justice  undoubtedly 
gave  the  Court  its  first  decided  prominence. 

Judge  Stow  was  a  very  witty  and  eccentric 
man.  He  was  an  origin=,l  thinker  and  one  who 
trusted  more  to  his  own  thoughts  and  reflections 
than  to  the  reading  and  study  of  books,  as  is 
usually  the  case  with  original  thinkers.  He  was 
kind-hearted  and  genial  though  somewhat  stern  at 
times  in  his  dealings  with  the  bar,  but  never 
intentionally  doing  any  one  a  wrong.  He  took 
pleasure  in  instructing  and  assisting  the  younger 
members  of  the  bar.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  social 
qualities  and  a  favorite  in  every  circle  in  which 
he  moved. 

His  many-sided  and  versatile  mind  may  be 
illustrated  by  the  following  incident. 

Dropping  into  the  office  of  a  friend  he  found 
him  reading  Byron's  inimitable  poem  "  Childe 
Harold,"  and  asked  his  friend  to  read  the  first 
line  of  the  page  before  him.  On  his  doing  so,  the 
Judge  recited  from  memory  that  page  and 
several  of  the  following  pages.  He  did  the  same 
with  several  other  portions  of  the  po^m  to  which 
his  friend  opened,  and  then  made  the  almost  in- 
credible statement  that  he  could  repeat  the  whole 
of  "Childe  Harold  "  and  of  Milton's  "Paradise 
Lost,"  and  that  if  every  printed  copy  of  both 
poems  should  be  lost  he  could  reproduce  them 
from  memory  without  losing  a  word. 


The  Hon.  Horatio  J.  Stow. 

The  first  Recorder  of  the  City  of  Buffalo  was 
born  in  Lowville,  Lewis  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  8th 
day  of  July,  1809.  He  moved  to  this  city  in  1833 
and  entered  into  partnership  with  Joseph  Clary 
and  afterwards  with  Orsamus  H.  Marshall  and 
continued  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession 
until  1839,  when  the  Recorder's  Court  was  or- 
ganized. He  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1S46,  and  of  the  State  Senate  of 
1858  from  Niagara  County,  he  living  at  that  time 
at  Lewiston.  He  died  at  Clilton  Springs,  N.Y.,  on 
the  19th  day  of  February,  1859,  while  a  member 
of  the  Senate.  His  speeches  while  a  member  of 
the  Senate  and  of  the  Constitutional  Convention 
were  characterized  by  great  power.  Of  one  of  them 
in  the  convention  it  was  said  at  the  time:  "It  is 
regarded  by  many  as  among  the  noblest  and  ablest 
efforts  which  has  ever  emanated  from  that  body 
and  will  cause  to  cluster  around  his  name  an 
imperishable  memory  of  his  ability  and  power  of 
thought." 

Mt.  Viele  in  his  .able  biography  of  the  Hon. 
Henry  K.  Smith,  the  second  Recorder,  says  of 
Judge  Slow  :  "  Being  the  first  Recorder,  to  him 
was  given  the  organization  of  the  Court  and  the 
formation  of  its  character  and  reputation.  He 
brought  to  this  duty  a  commanding  intellect, 
great  legal  learning,  comprehensive  views  of 
jurisprudence,  remarkable  personal  dignity  and 
fearless  independence.  This  combination  of 
judicial   qualities  stamped    itself  upon  the  Court 


The  Hon.    Henry  K.  Smith. 

This  distinguished  member  of  the  legal  profes- 
sion was  born  on  the  Island  of  Santa  Cruz,  of  En- 
glish parentage,  on  the  2d  dav  of  April,  181 1. 
He  was  sent  to  this  country  to  be  educated  at  the 
early  age  of  seven.  His  father,  who  had  become 
blind  through  accident,  and  impoverished  by  the 
change  of  government  of  the  island,  provided  out 
of  his  small  means  for  the  education  of  his  boy  and 
said  to  him  when  he  sent  him  away:  "Henry, 
you  have  now  to  care  for  yourself.  According  to 
your  conduct  you  will  either  sink  or  swim." 
The  boy  replied  :  "  Father,  I  will  swim." 
He  was  at  school  until  he  was  15  years  of  age. 
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when  he  obtained  a  position  in  a  dry-goods  stoie 
in  the  City  of  New- York,  where  he  learned  correct 
business  habits.  After  leaving  the  store  he  com- 
tnenced  the  reading  of  the  law,  in  Johnstown, N.V., 
with  Daniel  Cady,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1833.  He  settled  in  Buffalo  soon  after,  in  part- 
nership with  Israel  T.  Hatch,  and  afterwards  with 
Isaac  A.  Verplanck.  He  was  editor  of  a  demo- 
cratic newspaper  for  some  time,  and  was  appoint- 
ed District  Attorney  in  1S36,  but  resigned  the 
office  after  holding  it  about  seven  months.  He 
was  made  Recorder  in  1S44  and  held  the  position 
until  1S4S,  when  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  of 
the  city.  He  was  elected  Mayor  in  1S50.  He 
was  al-o  an  active  member  of  the  militia  for  many 
vears,  reaching  the  rank  of  Colonel.  He  with- 
drew from  practice  several  years  before  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  the  23d  day  of  September,  1854. 

Judge  Smith  was  by  jiature  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  men  that  ever  adorned  the  bar  of  this 
State.  He  was  a  natural  orator,  and  if  he  had 
been  born  an  Indian  he  would  have  been  the  Red 
Jacket  of  his  tribe.  He  had  a  readiness  of  utter- 
ance and  a  command  of  felicitous  language, 
which,  added  to  a  graceful  delivery  and  forcible 
e.xpression,  wonderfully  impressed  all  who  listened 
to  him.  In  the  trial  of  a  cause,  his  narration  of 
facts  to  a  jury  was  made  with  extraordinary  abil- 
ity, and  he  enforced  the  conclusions  to  be  drawn 
from  them  with  a  cogency  of  reasoning  and  apt- 
ness of  demonstration  that  generally  convinced 
the  jury  of  the  justness  of  his  cau'^e.  As  a  polit- 
ical orator  he  ranked  among  the  most  successful, 
and  was  the  trusted  friend  and  adviser  of  Martin 
Van  Buren,  William  L.  Marcy,  and  the  other  dem- 
ocratic leaders.  He  was  a  man  of  wide  range  of 
reading  and  had  explored  all  the  fields  of  polite 
literature,  and  had  stored  his  mind  with  its  richest 
treasures. 

He  was  of  quick  and  sparkling  wit.  On  social 
occasions  and  at  the  festive  board  this  quality  and 
his  overflowing  and  abounding  humor  made  him 
always  a  welcome  guest.  To  return  the  many 
hospitalities  he  had  received  from  the  St.  George's, 
St. -Andrew's  and  other  societies,  he  and  Mr.  String- 
ham,  also  a  native  of  Santa  Cruz,  originated  the 
idea  of  getting  up  a  banquet  in  honor  of  St.  Quacko, 
the  imaginary  patron  saint  of  Santa  Cruz,  and  the 
humor  and  wit  of  the  enterprise  will  long  remain 
as  one  of  the  pleasant  social  memories  of  the  city. 
Letters  of  congratulation  wereieadat  the  banquet 
as  coming  from  Daniel  Webster,  Henry  Clay, 
Thos.  H.  Benton  and  others. 

He  was  very  learned  in  his  profession  and  a 
writer  of  pleadings  under  the  old  chancery  prac- 
tice of  rare  ability.  As  a  judge  he  was  quick, 
accurate  and  firm  as  adamant;  courteous  and 
polile  in  his  manners,  and  always  a  gentleman. 

His  only  published  address  was  the  funeral  ora- 
tion on  the  burial  of  Captains  Williams  and  Field, 
who  fell  at  the  Battle  of  Monterey,  and  will  be 
found  in  the  Commercial  AdTcrtiscr  of  March  16, 
1S47.  It  was  a  soul-stirring,  eloquent  and  patriotic 
address. 

The  Hon.  Joseph  G.  Masten. 

Eminent  in  his  profession,  and  esteemed  as  a 
citizen.  Judge  Masten's  memory  is  cherished  by  all 
who  knew  him.  He  moved  to  the  Citv  of  Buffalo 
from  Bath,  Steuben  County,  in  1836.  He  was 
chosen  Recorder  in  1S4S,  and  Judge  of  the  Supe- 
rior Court  in  1S56,  which  last  position   he  held  at 


mitted  to  the  bar  in  1838  and  elected  Recorder  of 
the  city  in  1S52  and  served  from  1854  to  185635 
Judge  of  the  Superior  Court.  He  was  an  exceed- 
ingly technical  lawyer  and  delighted  in  the  study 
of  the  sharp  and  intricate  points  of  the  law.  He 
was  an  industrious  man.  and  gave  all  cases  that  he 
was  called  upon  to  <lecide  a  patient  and  thorough 
examination. 


the  time  of  his  death  in  -\pril,  [S71.  He  was 
mayor  of  the  city  for  the  years  1S43  and  1S45,  and 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1S67. 
Judge  Masten  was  learned  in  his  profession, 
and  probably  more  familiar  with  reported  cases 
than  any  ether  member  of  the  bar  of  Western 
New-York.  He  had  studied  the  works  of  eminent 
jurists  on  the  various  branches  of  the  law  and 
was  well-grounded  in  legal  principles.  He  was  not 
an  orator,  in  the  general  sense  of  that  term,  and 
had  few  of  the  gifts  of  a  public  speaker.  He  gave 
laborious  investigation  to  all  cases  submitted  to 
his  decision,  and  was  fearless  and  bold  in  the 
application  of  legal  principles.  He  was  a  writer 
of  considerable  fluency  and  many  of  his  opinions 
are  entitled  to  the  utmost  respect.  His  decisions 
are  found  in  I.  Sheldon's  Reports,  in  Howard's 
Practice  Reports,  Abbott's  Reports  and  some  of 
them  in  the  Court  of  Appeals  Reports,  having 
been  adopted  by  that  court. 


Th 
mont 


s  well-remembered  judge  was  born  in   Ver- 
and  settled  in  Buffalo  in  1837.      He  was  ad- 


The  Hon    Isaac  A.  Verplanck. 

A  graduate  of  Union  ("ollege,  Isaac  A.  \'er- 
planck  settled  in  Balavia  in  1S31  and  removed  to 
Buffalo  in  1S47.  He  had  previously  served  as 
District  Attorney  of  Genesee  County,  and  was  a 
Member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1867. 
He  was  made  one  of  the  first  Judges  of  the  Su- 
perior Court  in  1S54  and  held  that  office  until  his 
death  in  1873.  Judge  Verplanck  was  well  skilled 
in  the  learning  of  his  profession  and  wise  in  the 
application  of  general  principles.  He  considered 
his  judgments  with  the  greatest  care  and  deliber- 
ation and  when  pronounced  they  were  rarely  er- 
roneous. He  presided  at  nisi  prius  and  on  crim- 
inal trials  with  distinguished  ability  and  usefulness. 
His  mental  organization  was  of  a  most  upright 
and  judicial  character,  and  .suitors  were  sure  to 
receive  from  him  even-handed  ind  impartial  judg- 
ments. Before  he  was  elevatrd  to  the  bench  be 
had  attained  very  high  rank  as  a  jury  lawyer  and 
as  counsel  in  the  management  of  important  cases. 


The   Hon.   George   W.   Clinton. 

Illustrious  among  those  who  are  eminent  was 
George  Washington  Clinton.  To  the  life  of  no 
other  Judge  of  our  .Superior  Court  is  there  more 
of  interest  pertaining.  The  community  and  the 
State  still  have  fresh  in  mind  the  sense  of  loss 
that  came  with  his  sudden  death  on  an  afternoon 
last  September  as  he  pursued  his  favorite  study 
of  botany  in  the  rural  cemetery  at  Albany. 
No  attempt  is  made  in  this  article  to  reproauce 
the  minute  biographical  data,  the  wealth  of 
reminiscence  and  anecdote  and  tributes  to  wortli 
which    were    pu'.lifhed    at    that  time.      It    must 
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ffice    for    the    present    purpose    to  sketch  his     1867  he  was  a  conspicuous  member,  and  served  on  upon  Buffalo  as  his  home.    He  died  suddenly  Sept. 

the  Committee  on  Canals.     He  was  elected  a  Re-  7,  18S5,  in  the  raanr.er  already  indicated. 
At  the  time  of     gent  of  the  University  in  1856,  and  after  the  death         At  a  meeting  of  the  Bar  of    Buffalo,   held   Sep- 

of    Chancellor  Benedict  was    the  senor  member  tember    loth,    many   rare   tributes   were   paid  to 

holding   the    office     of   Vice-Chancellor  until  his  Judge  Clinton's  memory.     "Whilst  he  was  with 

death.  us,"  said  the  Hon.  David  F.  Day,  "  although  others 

fudge  Clinton   was  a   dilisent  student  of  many  attained  to  higher  places,    or   conducted   greater 


career  and  public  services. 

He  came  of  an  illustrious  line 
his  death  The  Express  said  : 


The  death   of  Judge  George  Washington  cimton 
removes  one  01  the  few  remaining  links   which  reach 


the  nephew  and  secretary  of  George  Clinton.  George 
Clinton  was  the  Revolutionary  Governor  of  New- 
York  and  the  friend  of  Washington. 

The  following  sketch  of  Mr.  Clinton  if  in  part 
from  "  The  Public  Service  of  the  State  of  New- 
York  "  : 

George  W.  Clinton  was  born  in  the  City  of 
New-York  in  1807.  His  early  schooling  was  at 
Pickett's,  and    other  notable   schools,    of  the  day. 


"Fish  and  Fishing,"  and  upon  "Animals  and 
Hunting."  An  English  author  calls  him  the 
"  Isaak  Walton  of  America."  He  founded  the 
Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences  in  1861,  and 
was  for  many  years  its  president.     Numerous  pa- 


FALO. 

T'ne  Hon.  E.  C.  Sprague  said  of  him  ; 

At  30  years  of  age  he  was   as  eminent  as  at  his 

death Another  feature  of  Judge  CUnton's 

qualities,   which  always  brings  men  into  reputation , 


bUch  subjects  as  agriculture,  canals,  manorial  ten- 
ures, Indian  traditions,  etc.  He  delivered  an  ad- 
dress before  the  Phi  Be;a  Kappa  Society  of  Union 
College  in  1S57.  He  opened  the  first  University 
At  nine  years  of  age,  when  his  father  entered  Convocation  in  1S63,  and  he  closed  the  convoca- 
first  upon   thr  office  of  Governor,  he   enteted  as  a     (j^jj  ^f  jSSi  by  addresses. 

student  at  the  Albany  Academy,  where  he  re-  During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  Judge  Clinton 
mained  until  prepared  for  college.  He  entered  ^.gg  ^  prm  supporter  of  the  Government,  and  by 
Hamil.on    College   in  1821    at  the  age  of  14,  and     i,;5  personal  exertions  and  patriotic  addresses  con- 


pers  and  adc!resses  emanated  from  his    pen    upon      was  his  peculiar  style  of  eloquence,  a  style  which  is  born 


graduated  in  1S25.  His  early  tastes  were  strongly 
towards  studies  in  natural  history,  and  these  led 
him,  after  graduation,  to  the  study  of  medicine. 
He  spent  the  years  1S26  and  1827  in  this  way, 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  T.  Romeyn  Beck.     He 


tnbuted   his  best   efforts  to  maintain  the  integrity 
of  the  Nation. 

In  addition  to  occasional  papers  and  addresses 
which  would  fill  many  volumes.  Judge  Clinton 
published,  from  i860  to   1868,   a  "Digest  of  De- 


in  the  natures  of  some  men,  originates  in  their  imagi- 
nation, is  created  in  their  hearts,  and  in  their  sympa- 
thies. In  1840  there  were  three  men  in  this  city  who 
were  endowed  with  this  marvelous  gift,  unequaled  in 
this  city,  and  unsurpassed  in  the  State.  These  were 
Henry  K.  Smith.  George  P.  Barker,  and  George  W. 
Clinton.  The  first  two  died  eariy  ;  the  third  lived  to 
the  ripeness  of  old  age. 

The  Hon.  James  Sheldon,  in  a  profoundly  appre- 
ciative address,  dwelt  upon  Judge  Clinton's  rela- 
tions to  the  Superior  Court.  We  cannot  do  better 
than  to  reproduce  his  remarks  in  part. 

The  highest  honor  bestowed  upon  him  in  his  esti- 
mation was  his  place  upon  the  bench  of  the  Superior 


attended    medical    lectures     for    two  sessions   at     cjsions  at  Law  and  in  Equity  from  the  organiza-     Court,  which  he  adorned  for  over  32  years,  only  retir- 
Fairfield,  where  Dr.   Beck  was  professor,  and  also     tion  of  the   State   to  1S60."     At  the  time  of  its  is-     ing  on  account  of  the  constitutional  limitation  of  age. 

Few  members  of  the  legal  profession  who  were  in  the 
practice  of  law  with  Judge  Clinton  remain  among  us 
to  speak  of  his  place  and  fame  as  the  advocate  and  coun- 
selor. Those  who  are  around  me  know  bim  best  as 
the  Judge,  to  whom  as  an  arbiter  was  intrusted  the  pro- 
tection of  the  lives  and   liberties  and  property  of  our 


in  Albany,  where  in  advance  of  the  founding  of 
the  Albany  Medical  College,  Mr.  March  and  Dr. 
Tully  were  already  lecturing  to  students. 

In  1S28  his   father,  DeWitt   Clinton,  died,  and 
the   son's   med'cal   studies  were  interrupted.     By 


sue  this  was  by  far  the  best  treatise   of   its  kind, 
and  still  holds  its  place  as  a  standard  work. 

The  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  was  con- 
ferred upon  Mr.  Clinton  by  Hamilton   College  in 
1864.     The  largest  piece  of  work  of  his  declining 
the  advice  of  Judge  Ambrose  Spencer  he  took  up     ygaj,  ^^as  the  editing  of  the  valuable  collection  of     citizens  in  the  due  and  intelligent  administration  of 
the  study  of  law  in    his  office.     He  attended  also     the  George  Clinton  papers  which  are  in  the  State     justice ;  that  administration  which  is  kind  and  patient 
the   law    school  of   Judge  Gould    at    Litchfield,     Library  at  Albany,    in    which    city   he  spent  the     and   conscientious  but  firm  and  regardless  of  public 
Conn.,  and  subsequently  studied   in  the   office  of     last  year  or  two  of  his  life,  though  always   looking     clamor,  and  as  attentive  and  considerate   ofthepeti- 
|ohn   C.  Spencer    in  Canandaigua,     He  was  ad- 
mitted as  an  attorney  in  1S31,  and  opened  an  office 
in  .•Mbany.     He  formed   a   law   partnership   with 
Matthew  Henry  Webster,  and  in   1832  with  John 
C.  Spencer  in  Canandaigua,    whose   daughter  he 
married.     His  progress  in  his  profession  is  shown 
by  his  appointment  in    1835   as   an    Examiner   in 
Chancery  and    as    District   Attorney   for  Ontario 
County. 

In  1836  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  then  fast  rising 
in  population  and  importance  as  a  place  of  trade. 
Here  Judge  Chnton  spent  the  chief  portion  of  a 
busy  life.  He  not  only  entered  energetically 
upon  his  profession,  but  was  conspicuous  in  every 
movement  for  the  public  good.  He  took  an  active 
part  in  politics.  He  encouraged  industrial  and 
chariiable  enterprises.  He  contributed  volumi- 
nously to  the  press.  In  1837  he  was  appointed 
commissioner  in  Erie  County  for  loaning  the 
United  States  Deposit  Fund.  In  1838  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Van  Buren  Collector  of  Cus- 
toms at  Buffalo.  In  1844  he  was  elected  Mayor 
of  Buffalo.  From  1847  to  1849  he  was  the  United 
States  District  .\ttorney  for  the  Northern  District 
of  New- York. 

He  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
Buffalo  in  1854,  and  successively  re-elected  in  iSfio, 
1866,  and  1872,  holding  office  till  December  31, 
1S77,  when  he  was  retired  on  account  of  the  con- 
stitutional limitation  of  age.  From  1870  he  was 
Chief  Judge  of  the  Court. 

In  th-.-  Constitutional  Convention  of   1 866  and 
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tions  and  complaints  of  the  weak  and  humble  citi/.ens 
as  of  those  of  the  highest  rank  or  wealth.  We  all  know 
of  his  rare  ability  as  a  K«j' //•/>«  judge,  or  in  the  trials 
at  the  criminal  terms  of  the  court ;  his  quick  and  entire 
comprehension  of  the  case;  his  correct  rulings  as  to 
the  admission  of  testimony  ;  his  patience  and  courtesy, 
and  his  fair  submission  of  the  whole  matter  to  the  tri- 
bunal of  the  petit  jury.  It  was  upon  such  trials  that  his 
learning  and  experience  were  so  valuable,  enabling 
him  to  correctly  dispose  of  all  questions,  and  render  a 
new  trial  and  the  attendant  cost  and  expenses  unnec- 
essary. 

But  it  was  in  the  deliberation  with  his  brother 
judgesthat  thewisecounsel,  erudition  and  experience 
of  Judge  Clinton  were  nvaluable.  Itmay  be  pardon- 
able in  me,  as  one  of  his  associates  on  the  bench  of  the 
Superior  Court  for  many  years,  to  testify  to  the  upright 
and  conscientious  consideration  which  he  gave  to  the 
cases  submitted  to  the  General  Term.  There  was  al- 
ways so  much  to  leatn  from  him,  and  such  a  sense  of 
fairness  and  justness  in  his  opinion,  that  we  leaned 
upon  him  to  guide  in  the  disposition  of  judicial  busi- 
ness. If  there  were  differences  of  opinion,  sometimes 
irreconcilable,  there  was  no  feehng  of  animosity  en- 
gendered, hut  a  graceful  submission  to  the  views  of 
others.  And  wherever  he  was,  at  the  chamber  of  the 
court  or  on  the  bench,  there  was  a  kindness  and  genial- 
ity in  his  very  presence  which  inspired  confidence  in 
the  minds  of  the  younger  members  of  the  bar,  and 
assu  red  all  suitors  that  a  fair  hearing  of  their  case  was 
given  by  an  upright  judge. 

Judge  Clinton  had  a  profound  reverence  for  the 
Common  Law  of  Eng'and,  which  we  have  inherited 
and  upon  which  our  judges  have  erected  the  fabric  of 
our  liberty  and  equality.  The  statute  law  and  the  cod- 
ifications of  the  practice  of  law  which  have  been  enact- 
ed by  legislators  since  1S4G  were  troublesome  to  him 
and  caused  him  vexation.  He  loved  to  be  disem- 
barrassed of  legislative  enactments,  and  to  declare 
what  the  law  of  reason  and  justice  was  in  the  particular 
casebefore  him;  for  he  knew  that  the  opinions  of 
learned  and  upright  judges,  which  constitute  the  com- 
mon and  unwritten  law  of  the  land,  were  more  surely 


the  protection  of  the  people  in  all  their  relations  of  life 
than  the  will  of  their  legislators. 

The  older  members  of  the  bar  of  this  city  have 
a  larcfe  supply  of  interesting  anecdotes  of  the  de- 
ceased Tudge.  It  was  an  interesting  occupation 
to  watch  the  trial  of  a  criminal  case  coming  before 
him.  Every  point  in  the  case  was  carefully  noted, 
and  when  the  time  came  for  the  Judge's  decision 
he  would  address  the  prisoner,  his  clear-cut  fea- 
tures and  slow  address  holding  the  hearers'  atten- 
tion. Within  a  few  moments  after  he  had  begun 
his  address  those  who  knew  him  could  guess  the 
decision.  The  prisoner,  if  unaccustomed  to  his 
methods,  when  he  heard  his  kind  words  addressed 
to  him.  would  expect  either  a  very  light  sentence 
or  an  acquittal,  but  instead  he  received  the  full 
sentence  prescribed  by  law.  Agaiii,when  a  prisoner 
was  to  have  a  light  sentence  inflicted  or  an  ac- 
quittal, he  would  expect  a  hanging  from  the  tone 
of  the  Judge's  remarks  to  him.  Borne  down  by 
his  remarks,  he  would  feel  sure  that  he  was  to  re- 
ceive the  heaviest  penalty  that  could  be  inflicted, 
but  his  spirits  would  rise  high  when  a  light  sen- 
tence was  given. 

The   Hon.  James  M.   Hiuuplirey. 

This  eminent  resident  of  Buffalo  was  born  in 
Holland,  Erie  County,  in  1822.  He  read  law 
with  Harlow  S.  Eove  in  Buffalo  and  Albert  .Sawin 
in  Aurora  ;  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1S46  and 
practiced  in  Aurora  until  he  was  elected  District 
Attorney  in  1S57,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo, 
and  has  since  been  in  active  practice  in  this  city, 
except  the  year  he  served  as  Judge  of  the  Supe- 
rior Court.  Me  was  State  Senator  in  iS63-'64  and 
Member  of  Congress  in  1S65,  '66,  '67  and  '68.    He 


was  appointed  Judge  ol  the  >uperir,r  Court  by  <  iov. 
Hoffman  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of 
Judge  Masten  and  held  the  office  the  greater  part 
of  the  year  187 1.  Judge  Humphrey  has  long  held 
a  distinguished  position  among  public  men  and 
members  of  the  bar  of  Erie  County.  He  is  a 
very  earnest  and  vigorous  debater,  and  has  great 
natural  adaptation  to  the  practice  of  the  law. 


Hon.  GEORCE  W.  CLINTON. 


The  Hon.  James  Sheldon. 

Buffalo  has  few  citizens  more  prominently  and 
honorably  identified  with  her  interests  than 
Judge  James  Sheldon.  He  was  born  in  the  City 
of  Buffalo  in  1S21  ;  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1S42  and  elected  City  Attorney  in  1847.  He 
was  County  Judge  of  Erie  County  from  1S52  to 
1S65  and  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Buffa'o 
Irom  1871  to  1SS6.  He  now  resides  in  Buffalo 
and  is  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  For 
over  forty  years  he  has  been  identified  with  the 
growth  and   development  of  Erie  County  and  has 
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been  connected  with  the  organization  and  man- 
agement of  most  of  its  learned  societies.  He  is 
now  President  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society 
and  was  President  of  the  Young  Men's  Associa- 
tion as  far  back  as  1S4S.  As  a  lawyer  he  was 
educated  in  the  old  and  best  school  and  became 
thoroughly  drilled  in  the  intricacies  of  the  old 
chancery  and  common  law  practice.  His  ex- 
perience has  been  most  extensive  during  the 
quarter  of  a  century  he  has  presided  ovtr  courts  in 
this  citv. 


The  Hun.  •lame 


M.   Siuitli. 


The  present  presiding  Judge  of  the  Superior 
t'ourt  bench  was,  before  his  elevation  to  that  po- 
sition, looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  able  lawyers 
in  the  city  and  although  the  bar  lost  a  valuable 
member  the  bench  seruif  d  an  able  jurist.  Judge 
Smith  was  born  in  the  little  village  of  Poultney, 
\'t. ,  in  1816.  He  early  showed  an  inclination 
towards  the  law  and  on  finishing  liis  education 
entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Edward  Livingston  in 
.\lbany  where  he  prosecuted  his  studies.  Almost 
immediately  on  being  admitted  to  the  bar,  in  Febru- 
arv,  1S3S,  he  came  to  this  city  and  entered  into  part- 
nership with  the  Hon.  Henry  \V.  Rogers,  the  firm 
being  known  as  Rogers  &  Smith.  For  ten  years 
this  business  connection  was  continued,  a  large 
practice  being  built  up.  In  1S4S  the  firm  was 
dissolved,  Mr.  Smith  becoming  a  partner  of  the 
late  Hon.  Solomon  G.  Haven,  continuing  with 
him  until  September,  1S57,  when  Mr.  Smith  was 
offered  and  accepted  the  position  of  cashier  of  the 
Clinton  Bank.  He  held  that  position  until  De- 
cember 31,  iSfji,  when  the  bank  closed  its  doors. 
He  then  returned  to  the  law  and  a  partnership 
was  formed  with  the  late  Hon.  John  Ganson 
which  continued  up  to  May  7,  1873,  the  time  of 
Judge  Smith's  appointment  as  Judge  of  the  Supe- 
rior Court  to  till  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death 
of  Judge  X'erplancW.  The  local  press  united  in 
regarding  the  appointment  as  an  eminently  worthy 
one  and  in  e.xpressing  satisfaction  thereat. 

At  the  general  election  following  his  appoint- 
ment Judge  Smith  was  selected  for  the  full  term  of 
14  years  by  a  large  majority. 

On  the  bench  his  clearness  of  perception, 
combined  with  his  extensive  legal  knowledge, 
made  him  an  important  member  of  that  tribu- 
nal, as  the  many  opinions  handed  down  by  him 
will  show.  As  a  lawyer,  he  has  always  been 
noted  for  his  thorough  and  accurate  knowledge 
of  the  laws  relating  to  real  estate  and  com- 
mercial matters  generally.  On  the  bench  he 
is  independent  and  decisive.  He  is  a  man  of 
wonderful  industry,  and  his  filed  opinions  show 
boundless  investigation  and  thoroughness  in  his 
examination  of  cases.  Probably  no  man  on  the 
bench  has  shown  such  marked  industry  in  this 
respect.  His  addresses  to  juries  are  vigorous  and 
well-worded. 

As  a  speaker  he  is  impressive  and  forcible  ;  as 
a  writer,  he  adorns  directness  of  statement  with 
a  graceful  style. 

As  an  enterprising  citizen  Judge  Smith  is  iden- 
tified with  many  projects  calculated  to  increase 
Buffalo's  prosperity.  On  the  death  of  the  late 
Jesse  Ketchum  Judge  Smith  was  named  in  the 
will  as  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  memorial  fund 
and,  as  its  first  secretary  and  treasurer,  received 
and  invested    the  $10,000  which    was   left  for  the 


fund.  For  ten  or  more  years  he  has  been  chancel- 
lor of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Western 
New-York  and  has  during  the  same  time  been  a 
delegate  at  each  general  convention  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church  of  the  United  States. 

Judge  Smith  was  one  of  the  original  committee 
appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  project  of 
erecting  the  present  City  and  County  Hall,  and 
was  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
during  a  part  of  the  time  the  building  was  erect- 
ing, resigning  May  9,  1S73.  He  has  also  been 
connected  with  our  Public  Park  system,  with  the 
Young  Men's  Association,  and  other  organiza- 
tions ;  and  was  chairman  of  the  Soldiers'  Monu- 
ment Committee. 

The  Hon.  Charles  Beckwitb. 

Not  the  least  eminent  of  those  whose  learning 
and  ability  have  graced  the  .Superior  Court  bench 
is  the  Hon.  Charles  Beckwith.  He  was  born  in 
Cienesee  County,  this  State,  and  in  1S36,  when 
but  a  child,  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Michigan, 
before  it  had  yet  been  made  a  State.  His  early 
home  was  at  Ivalamazoo,  where  his  mother  still 
lives.  He  saw  a  good  deal  of  the  toils  and  pri- 
vations of  frontier  life,  as  well  as  its  pleasures, 
particularly  boyhood  adventures  with  gun  and 
trap  in  the  deep  forests.  He  prepared  for  college 
under    I.  A,  B.  Stone,  D.  D.,  afterwards  founder 


and  President  of  the  Kalamazoo  College  ;  entered 
Michigan  University  and  graduated  in  1849.  He 
then  went  to  Mississippi,  where  at  Holly  Springs 
he  entered  the  law  oflice  of  Col.  H.  W.  Walter. 
In  1852  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Mississippi. 

These  years  form  an  extremely  interesting 
period  in  the  history  of  Mississippi,  as  well  as  of 
the  South  generally.  The  young  man  from  Mich- 
igan frequently  heard  and  saw  Jefferson  Davis 
and  others  prominent  in  subsequent  political 
events. 

Not  long  after  being  admitted  to  the  bar,  Mr. 
Beckwith  cam,;  to  Buffalo.  Not  having  practiced 
sufficiently  for  admission  to  the  New-York  bar,  he 
submitted  to  an  examination,  and  in  1854  was  ad- 
mitted  to  practice,  being  in  the  class  with  the 
Hon.  William  Dorsheimer.  In  i860  he  was  elect- 
ed Alderman  from  the  Fifth  Ward  and  served  four 
years.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  Demo- 
crat. He  was  twice  President  of  the  Council,  and 
in  1S63  was  elected  acting  Mayor  to  serve  during 
the  absence  of  the  Mayor,  the  late  William  G. 
Fargo,  who  paid  a  visit  to  the  Pacific  coast.  Act- 
ing Mayor  Beckwith  held  office  for  several  months 
during  the  period  of  the  memorable  drafts  and 
riots.  In  the  fall  of  1863  he  was  elected  City 
.Attorney,  and  held  the  office  for  one  term,  during 
the  years  of  i864-'65.  He  was  elected  to  his  pres- 
ent office  of  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  in  the 
fall  of  1S77. 
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Judge  Beckwith  has  always  been  noted  as  a 
safe  and  reliable  counselor  ;  a  man  in  whose  judg- 
ment his  clients  always  reposed  absolute  confi- 
dence. As  a  judge  he  is  conservative  and  careful, 
weighmg  all  judgments  with  great  care  and  delib- 
eration. The  great  aim  of  his  life  seems  to  be  to 
give  in  every  case  even-handed  justice  to  all.  On 
the  bench,  as  elsewhere,  he  is  the  soul  of  courtesy, 
and  is  a  universal  favorite  with  the  Dar.  His 
opinions  in  General  Term  are  exhaustive  and  thor- 
ough, revealing  learning  and  research.  His  life 
is  quiet  and  scholarly.  He  enjoys  his  books  and 
his  profession,  .ind  r.ither  av.;ids  publicity. 

Till'  Hon.  Kobert  C.  Titus. 

The  latest  successor  to  the  worthy  line  of 
fudges  of  the  Superior  Court  is  the  Hon.  Robert 
C.  Titus.  He  was  born  of  American  parents  of 
Scotch  descent  in  Eden,  this  County,  Oct.  24, 
1839.  His  education  was  obtained  principally  in 
the  common  schools  and  at  Oberlin  College,  Ohio. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1S66,  and  though 
yet  in  the  prime  of  life  has  made  for  himself  a 
place  among  the  veterans.  He  represented  the 
town  of  Hamburg  for  four  years  in  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  with  marked  abiliiy.  He  served  in 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion  as  Captain  of  the  98th 
Regiment  of  the  National  Guard  of  ihe  State  of 
New-York,  being  called  into  the  Uni:ed  States 
service  Aug.  10,  1864,  and  mustered  out  Dec.  22, 
1S64.  In  1865  and  i860  he  was  special  deputy 
County  Clerk.  In  1S72  he  was  the  Democratic 
candidate  for  Surrogate,  and  proved  his  strength 
by  running  600  ahead  of  his  ticket.  He  carried 
the  Fifth  Assembly  District  by  the  largest  major- 
ity ever  given  to  a  Democrat.  In  1872  he  came 
to  Buffalo  and  entered  into  partnership  with  Joel 
L.  Walker.  Four  years  later  it  was  dissolved, 
and  afterward  the  firm  became  Osgoodby,  Titus 
&  Moot,  then  Titus  &  Farrington.      In  1876   Mr. 


Titus  did  effective  work  on  the  stump  for  Tilden 
and  Hendricks,  challenging  attention  and  admira- 
tion by  the  clearness  and  force  of  his  arguments 
and  the  persuasive  style  of  his  oratory. 

In  1877  he  was  nominated  for  District  Attorney 
and  was  elected  bv  a  majority  of  about  2,300 
whilst  everv  other  Democrat  on  the  ticket  suffered 
defeat.  In  18S0  he  was  renominated  for  the  same 
place,  but  shared  the  fate  of  nearly  all  his  ticket, 
although  running  considerably  ahead  of  it.  In 
i88i  he  was  elected  State  Senator,  and  re-elected 
in  1883.  During  his  first  senatorial  term  he  was' 
chairman  of  the  Commit'ees  on  Manufactures  and 
Poor  Laws  and  member  of  the  Committees  on 
Canals,  Insurance  and  Agriculture.  During  his 
second  term  he  was  a  member  of  the  Committees 
on  ludiciarv,  Insurance,  Agriculture,  and  Indian 
Affairs.  Last  fall  he  was  elected  to  his  present 
office. 

Judge  Titus  is  now  holding  his  first  term  of  the 
Superior  Court — the  January  Civil  Trial  Term. 
His  long  and  able  career  at  the  bar  of  this  Coun- 
ty, and  his  distinguished  career  as  district  attor- 
nev  gave  proof  of  the  possession  of  admirable  qual- 
ities which  have  been  made  even  more  brightly 
apparent  during  his  short  occupancy  of  the  bench. 
While  giving  due  weight  and  consideration  to 
cases,  he  at  the  same  time  expedites  the  business 
of  the  court  in  a  remarkable  manner.  Within  the 
past  year,  before  taking  his  judicial  seat.  Senator 
Titus,  in  the  trial  of  the  Thomas  ejectment  suit, 
made  the  longest  summing-uo  ever  made  in  Erie 
County,  his  remarks  occupying  three  days.  He 
gives  oromise  ot  a  career  of  great  usefulness  and 
honor  on  the  bench. 


The  present  able  and  popular  Clerk  of  the  Su- 
perior Court  of  Buftalo  was  born  in  Herkimer, 
N.  Y.,  graduated  at  Hamilton  College,  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar  in  1S62  ;  removed  to  Buffalo  in  1867 


and  has  been  Clerk  of  this  Court  since  1875.  Mr. 
Graves  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
National  Guard  of  the  State  for  many  years,  hav- 
ing entered  the  service  in  1S65  as  Major,  and  has 
since  held  the  positions  of  Lieut-Colonel,  Colonel, 
and  Brigadier-General.  Gen.  Graves  is  one  of 
the  most  active  members  of  the  Buffalo  Historical 
Society,  and  has  proved  a  valued  contributor  to  its 
archives.  At  his  pleasant  home  on  Chapin  Park- 
way, one  of  the  finest  residences  in  the  city,  he 
has  accumulated  many  rich  treasures  in  the  way 
of  books  of  historical  value  and  has  in  that  col- 
lection many  books  which  have  for  years  been  out 
of  print.  He  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  the 
work  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  has  a  genuine  love 
for  its  labors.  His  aid  is  in  frequent  demand  by 
attorneys  having  business  with  the  Court. 


AN  ACKNO  WLEDGMENT. 

From  the  Buffalo  Sunday  Express,  Jan.  jist. 

The  Sunday  Express  desires  to  make 
public  acknowledgment  of  the  very  material 
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